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The subject is probably taken from the island of Ljusterö in the Stockholm archipelago where Bergman
at the time resided in Bolby, an ancient village situated on the island’s southern part. The birch trees in
the background have been rendered with red spots. This suggests that it was drawn during early autumn
when the leaves turn red. However, the leaves of Birch occasionally turn red also during the spring, in
order to protect themselves from strong sunlight. There is also a specimen of Birch known as Betula
pubescens 'Rubra’, which carries red leaves. Common to Finland, this is more rarely seen in Sweden.



During the summer 1908, Bergman met his wife-to-be, Ellen Maria Ullman. He would present the
present work to Ullman's sister.
 


