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The figure of Lohengrin, a German knight of the Holy Grail analogous to the ‘Knight of the Swan’, is
readily identifiable by his swan-topped helmet. The hero was depicted twice by de Groux: firstly, in the
present portrait, charged with flame-like brushwork and psychological intensity; and secondly, in a
somewhat lighter portrait exhibited at Galerie Matthieu Néouze, Paris, in the 2021 exhibition “Henry de
Groux, 1866-1930, Obsessions and Symphonies”. The Arthurian legend was adapted by Richard
Wagner into the form of a Romantic opera of the same name in 1848 and thus provided de Groux with



source material. Set within Brabant, de Groux’s home and modern-day Belgium, the legend may well
have inspired a sense of national pride within the artist, who had by this point moved to Paris.
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