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Fearnley arrived in Rome at Christmas 1832, and in spring 1833 he travelled south spending May and
June on an extended walking tour of Sicily. As with many northern painters of the time, the trip had an
immediate impact on his work. Coming from the dark skies of Norway and northern Europe, he reveled
in the Mediterranean light. The time he spent there and the work he produced, stand today as the artistic
highlight of his oeuvre. However, ‘it should be remembered that like many artists in Italy the primary
aspect of his visit, and of foreign travel in an age before photography … was not merely to paint (though
Fearnley certainly did that copiously), but to record. The objective was to amass a visual archive that for
years, maybe decades to come, would serve as a repository and aide-memoire of sights, impressions
and experiences that could be used as the foundation and inspiration of finished paintings.’



 


