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This powerfully rendered depiction of legs and a torso is a preparatory study for the figure of Saint John
the Baptist in Boucher’s painting, Saint John the Baptist, at the Minneapolis Institute of Art,
Minneapolis. The painting was commissioned in circa 1755 by Jeanne Antoinette Poisson, the
Marquise de Pompadour, for a chapel in the Capuchin Convent in Paris where she owned an
apartment. As her patron saint Madame de Pompadour had a particular interest in the figure of Saint
John and she commissioned Boucher to paint several scenes from his life during the late 1750s and
early 1760s. The Minneapolis painting is the first recorded example.

Madame Françoise Joulie has confirmed the attribution from a direct inspection.
 


