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This large mythological drawing depicts a scene from the Gigantomachy, the battle for supremacy over
the cosmos between the Olympian gods and the giants (Ovid, Metamorphoses, |, 152-58). Here, the
giants pile rocks to ascend to Olympus and mount their assault on the Olympian gods. On the basis of a
perceived GD[F] monogram in the giant's hair at lower right, the drawing has historically been attributed
to the enigmatic Swabian painter Gabriel Dreer (c. 1580 — after 1636), although the incompatibility of
comparable material renders such an attribution problematic.

Dr Wouter Kloek has indicated that the drawing is by a Northern follower of the influential Flemish
artist Hans Speckaert (c. 1540 — c. 1577), possibly one who visited Rome in the later years of the
sixteenth century, like Hendrik de Clerck (c. 1560—1630). Through the influence of Giulio Romano
(1499-1546) and Romanists such as Speckaert and Frans Floris (c. 1519-1570),

the Gigantomachy became a beloved subject for Netherlandish late Mannerist artists, as it

offered the opportunity to depict a variety of muscular poses and figures in motion. Drawings of the
Gigantomachy by Speckaert and his circle include a sheet attributed to Speckaert at the Museum
Boijmans, and a sheet attributed to de Clerck at the Morgan Library & Museum. Further drawings of the
type are in the Uffizi, and the Ashmolean Museum, while a contemporary drawing of the subject by
Anthonie Blocklandt van Montfoort (c. 1533—1583) is in the Koninklijk Musea voor Schone Kunsten
van Belgié. Like the present drawing, the Boijmans sheet was formerly in the collection of
Claudius Matthias de Jonge and was sold at auction in Paris in 1986.



