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Brigandage and marauding were frequent realities in Flanders at the turn of the seventeenth century,
shaped by the prolonged instability of the Eighty Years’ War (1568-1648) and, later, the Thirty Years’
War (1618-1648). The Flemish artist Sebastiaen Vrancx was intimately familiar with this martial culture,
serving in the Antwerp civic militia and practising as a fencer. His depictions of military encounters and
roadside skirmishes established an enduring model for such scenes in seventeenth-century Flemish art,
and the present drawing is a characteristic example of his subject matter, compositional structure, and
graphic style.

With a monochrome palette, Vrancx depicts a company of highwaymen with their captured booty,



escorting several wealthy, bound prisoners. On the hillside at right, the aftermath of the ambush unfolds:
abandoned wagons and prone figures litter the road beneath the gallows, a pointed reminder of the
dangers faced alike by robber and victim. To the left, a wood marks the brigands’ point of emergence,
while a tall tree at right frames the composition. The delicate penwork, enriched by washes for depth
and atmosphere, is wholly characteristic of Vrancx's draughtsmanship. The sheet displays a heightened
degree of individuality and anecdotal detail, evident in features such as the oversized firearm carried by
the youth at lower right and the elaborate costumes of the prisoners. Comparable drawings are
preserved in the collections of the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, and the Klassik Stiftung Weimar,
Weimar.
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